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Bio Turbo Helps Laboratory-Grown Banana Trees

Lapanday Agricultural is one of
the biggest banana producers in the
Philippines. They cultivate their own
trees and even have a laboratory facility
with specialized scientists.

Not many of us know that banana
trees start their life in a laboratory.
Every single tree that is planted in the

Healthy specimen on the right and infected on the left

field has spent its first days in a glass
jar with special nutrient jelly. The chal-
lenge for the laboratory is that this jelly
can also be a nutrient for fungi and bac-
teria. If they find their way into the jar the
banana plants have no chance to grow.
This means having a high cost for losses,
as each jarrequires large investments of
highly specialized labor.

The Lapanday’s team has tried to keep
the laboratory environment as clean as
possible, working in face masks and
sterilized gloves at all times. However,
airborne pathogens still remain a chal-
lenge for them.

Mr. Carlos Barquero, the Lapanday
Chief Operating Officer, was looking for a
solution to deal with the airborne patho-
gens. After attending the Asia Fruit Logis-
tica trade show he decided to use Bio
Turbo which removes ethylene and air-
borne pathogens from the atmosphere.

Usually our clients use Bio Turbo for
removing ethylene from storage rooms.
In this case, there are no ethylene issues
in the laboratory, but the Lapanday’s

team has found Bio Turbo to be a helpful
technology that delivers good results
when dealing with airborne pathogens.
“There is a 50% reduction of infected glass
jars since we’ve installed the Bio Turbo
systems”, commented Mr. Barquero.

This story is just an example of new
business opportunities and where they
might come from. Itis important to seize
each of them, as you never know when
you may come across an opportunity to
think outside the box.
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